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“I just wanted to thank all Academy21 staff 
for the excellent lessons you have given my 
daughter this year. It has made an amazing 
difference to Katy by helping her study again 

and be able to realise her potential.”
Linda, Parent

The virtual classroom

Using the classroom

Each student is given a user name and password 
providing secure access to their lessons through the 
LMS. Through a personalised dashboard students can 
access their timetable, useful information, all library 
lesson content and are able to complete and submit 
their extension activities.

Students require a headset and microphone so they 
can hear and speak with the group and their teacher. 
There are a number of tools available to them to 
support their learning, all of which are controlled  
by the teacher.

The classroom has a breakout 
room facility where teachers set 
differentiated content to ensure 
all students meet and exceed their 
individual learning objectives.

On the bottom left of the screen 
is an area where students can 
type their responses to questions 
from the teacher.

The main window is an interactive 
whiteboard, where students can 
interact directly with activities and 
use a variety of different tools as 
directed by their teacher. We use 
web resources and publish content 
through the whiteboard area.

In Science, student’s access 
software to complete online 
practicals, all managed through 
the classroom or for small groups  
via breakout rooms.

The virtual classroom itself is easy to navigate and use 
and provides the opportunity for students to interact 

with their teacher, students and lesson content.

Students require 
a headset and 
microphone so they 
can hear and speak 
with the group and 
their teacher. 
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Introduction

Academy21 – Supplementary Online Alternative Provision

Thank you for taking the time to review our provision and assess its suitability to support you and the 

young people in your care. Academy21 is part of the Inspired Education group, the largest live, online 

school service in the UK. We deliver live, online teaching and learning to young people from year 3 

through to year 13.  If you are considering using our online teaching and learning programmes for the 

first time, this prospectus will provide a clear understanding of how our provision might support you 

and your learners to achieve a range of recognised outcomes. 

There is absolutely no substitute however for talking directly with one of our team. We would be 

pleased to understand your needs in more detail and establish whether we are best placed to support 

the learners in your care. Since 2011, we have helped thousands of young people in receipt of 

alternative provision to engage, learn and progress. 

We support over 1,000 pupils each year across England and Wales who may have complex behavioural, 

mental and medical health needs to access the national curriculum and achieve recognised outcomes. 

We have developed our provision to respond directly to the needs of local authorities, schools and 

the young people we support. We provide a balance of pastoral support, academic challenge and 

educational engagement through the quality teaching and learning practice embedded throughout 

our flexible programmes of study – responding directly to the challenges schools and local authorities 

face to secure high-quality, cost-effective alternative education provision. 

Clare Brokenshire

Head of Academy21

Part of the Inspired Education Group
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“I would like to say a 
big thank you to all the 
teachers at Academy21. 
It’s been an incredible and certainly a very memorable 

two years for me being part of such an amazing school, 

filled with the loveliest people!”

Danielle
Student at Academy21
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Why Academy21?

Security

We employ a comprehensive and proactive 

approach to safeguarding and child protection 

for the vulnerable young people we support. 

That approach has been quality assured by 

numerous local authority commissioning 

processes and is strengthened by our secure 

online reporting systems. Our technical 

infrastructure uses cloud services built to 

ISO:27001 standards, providing the highest 

data security and offering increased flexibility, 

scalability and resilience. This ensures service 

continuity for all of our customers.

Everyone at Academy21 considers it a privilege to work with 
the young people enrolled with us.

Starting September 2021, Academy21 has expanded our pastoral offer to meet your requests for 

further services around Wellbeing, Clubs and Study Skills. 

All of the services, support and achievements we aim to provide are grounded within our school ethos 

which is based on the following seven core principles:

Flexibility

As your needs change from week to week, 

you require services that can respond quickly 

and efficiently to that change and at no 

additional cost to your school or service. We 

fully understand that the services you need to 

support your students must be scalable, able 

to flex up and down in response to demand 

and still ensure every student is treated as an 

individual, whether they are placed with us for 

days, weeks or years. Transparency

Monitoring of student engagement and 

achievement starts with a 360º view of the 

individual. From real-time attendance and 

engagement data for offsite learners to 

individual and detailed cohort reporting, our 

comprehensive online reporting systems ensure 

all student data and tracking is available 24/7. 

Monitoring progress from baseline and regular 

assessment through to final examination, we 

provide a comprehensive approach to learning 

and progress assessment.

Every student we work with is treated as an 

individual. We work closely with school and 

local authority colleagues to provide the same 

opportunities as their peers in mainstream 

school and help them achieve their academic 

goals. We tailor our provision to the needs 

of the individual ensuring that however long 

they may be learning with us, their individual 

needs are understood, so they can enjoy their 

study in a safe, secure and supportive learning 

environment.

Best Value

Delivering and evidencing best value is a 

key part of any public sector commissioning 

process. With increasing demands on a 

pressurised budget, schools and local 

authorities face difficult decisions in the coming 

years to balance quality, progression, outcomes 

and the cost of alternative provision. Our 

costs start from as little as £8.80/hour and we 

offer our customers different pricing models 

that ensure they are able to respond to short, 

medium and long-term demand for alternative 

provision and to increase or decrease the 

service provision as those needs change.

Health and Well-being

Staff at Academy21 understand that youngsters 

accessing alternative provision often have 

mental health challenges, which impact their 

learning. All students have a designated 

support tutor, who checks in with them 

regularly, monitors their academic progress and 

works alongside their mentors. In addition, we 

offer well-being packages to ensure students 

are fully supported. Life strategy sessions and 

well-being workshops, around themes such 

as: anxiety, exam confidence, resilience and 

mindfulness, are offered to students as part of 

our flexible package.

Quality 

Excellence in our teaching and learning starts 

with strong academic leadership supported by 

extensive teaching experience in mainstream, 

SEN, alternative provision and online settings. 

We are firm believers in the transformative 

power of education and the value of an 

integrated and holistic pedagogy. Quality of 

teaching and learning is therefore underpinned 

by our curriculum and pedagogy which focuses 

on Learned Knowledge, Learning Skills and 

Learning Dispositions.

Partnership

We view our clients as partners in the delivery 

of our services. Our approach places the 

learner at the centre of that partnership, and 

we communicate directly with school and local 

authority professionals with honesty, integrity 

and transparency. We work proactively with 

all stakeholders to ensure the best possible 

outcomes for each individual learner.

01. 02.

08.

05. 06.

03. 04.

07.

Personalisation

360° 24/7£8.80
monitoring 

available
student data & 

tracking
costs  

per hour

We are committed to providing all 
of the young people we support 
with a fresh relationship with 
learning and to achieve academic 
success whilst recognising the 
pressures schools and local authorities 
face to deliver more with less. 
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Teaching & Learning

Flexible education provision 
We work with our clients on the premise that 

the best environment for students to learn 

is within a mainstream secondary setting. 

Our services support short stay provision, 

reintegration and meet the needs of day 

6 provision but when appropriate, are also 

commissioned to work with young people 

on a longer-term basis through to their 

examinations. 

Our service is provided on a short, medium or long-term basis, 
driven by the specific needs of our clients and the learners 
enrolled with us.

Qualified and experienced teachers 
Teaching and learning is led by Clare 

Brokenshire, Head of Academy21 and our 

experienced, fully qualified subject specialist 

teaching teams – all of whom are experienced 

mainstream school teachers. We implement 

safer recruitment and selection processes with 

a single central register made available to you 

upon request.

Online alternative provision 
Our students attend lessons delivered by 

experienced, subject specialist teachers. 

These are delivered in the setting most 

conducive to supporting their engagement 

and ongoing learning needs whether from 

home, school or an alternative provision site. 

All students require is a laptop, headset and 

broadband connection to access their lessons 

immediately. We operate a maximum class size 

of 15 and aim to tailor our timetable to fit in 

around the needs of each individual learner. 

We have a dedicated team of experienced 

subject specialists providing 5 hours of learning 

every week for every subject that we offer. A 

typical week for our students consists of four 

live lessons in each subject, Monday through 

Thursday, with each lesson lasting for  

40 minutes. All students have a support tutor 

who looks after their pastoral needs.

Progress reporting 
Lessons are further supported by an online 

extension activity designed to consolidate 

and extend learning, taking an additional 30 

minutes to complete. Extension activities are 

completed, stored and submitted directly 

through our online systems, then assessed 

by our teachers with outcomes and progress 

reports made available to schools. On Friday 

of each week, we offer weekly intervention 

sessions with the teaching team. Students 

can attend 1:1 or in small group sessions to 

improve understanding and close learning 

gaps.  Support tutors will have an overview 

of students’ progress and assist with target 

setting.

Education leadership 
The Academic Council’s main purpose is to 

provide academic rigour and thereby ensure 

that the company’s educational standards 

and operating methods are appropriate, 

challenging and reflect good practice with 

a focus on achieving quality academic 

outcomes for the young people we support. 

The Academic Council is chaired by leading 

educator Dame Erica Pienaar and functions 

much like a board of governors.

Virtual classrooms with lesson 

libraries 
When a student does not attend a lesson, 

we mark them as absent and provide a full 

content lesson library to catch up on missed 

work. The lesson library is also used as a 

resource to complete activities and provide 

the ideal support for exam preparation and 

revision. We use Adobe Connect as our online 

classroom. Students can talk, type, use the 

classroom whiteboard and enjoy engaging with 

differentiated lesson content based on their 

individual needs and ability. You can find more 

information on the virtual classroom in  

section 5.

No minimum purchase, no block 
booking and we do not require 
you to purchase credits in 
advance.

01. 05.

03.

02. 06.

04.
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“Academy 21 proved 
to be an affordable, 
inclusive and engaging 
provision for two of 
our students over 
lockdown. 

The turnaround time from referral to student 

learning was impressively quick, with detailed 

instruction sent out by email. As a school 

we were always kept fully informed on 

engagement, progress and attendance of our 

students, and the data available to us through 

the school portal was both informative 

and valuable. We would not hesitate to use 

Academy 21 in the future; they are providing 

an excellent service in an increasingly diverse 

and challenging educational landscape.”

Mr R Jones
Alternative Provision Manager  
(deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead)

Oaklands Catholic School

08 09ACADEMY21 PROSPECTUS 2021/22 ACADEMY21 PROSPECTUS 2021/22



A big thank you to all 
of your staff for the 
wonderful support 
they provide for our 
students.”

Assessment & Reporting

Assessment and monitoring is provided through direct access 
to our online systems, ensuring complete transparency of 
student attendance, engagement and progress.

Julia Holder

We work in close partnership with schools, local authorities and parents to ensure a personalised 

approach and work directly with a nominated ‘Learning Mentor’ from the school or service for each 

student. We offer baseline assessment in core subjects where no existing student data is available and 

regular assessments to monitor progress against target outcomes. Our system also makes available 

lesson by lesson attendance and engagement data, as well as weekly and half-termly data reports and 

full termly reports.

“

Head of Apollo, Haybrook College, Slough
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The Virtual 
Classroom
The virtual classroom itself is easy to 
use and allows students to interact 
with their teacher, other students and 
lesson content.

Each student is given a username and password, 

providing secure access to their lessons. Through a 

personalised dashboard, students can access their 

timetable, useful information, all library lesson 

content and are able to complete and submit 

their extension activities. 

Students require a headset and 

microphone so they can hear and speak 

with the group and their teacher. 

There are a number of 

tools available to 

them to support 

their learning, 

all of which are 

controlled by 

the teacher.

Using the Classroom

Poll Pod

The poll pod is a quick poll which everyone 

can answer – only the teacher can see the 

individual responses. The web links pod is 

where a teacher can send students to a useful 

website.

Draw

By selecting ‘Draw’, the students will see tools 

such as a writing pen and a highlighter for use 

on the whiteboard. They can also circle areas 

of the whiteboard when asked.

Menu Bar

The menu bar allows students to use their mic, 

raise their hand, use a green tick to agree, a 

red cross to disagree, a red line to step away as 

well as icons to indicate that they’re laughing 

or applauding.

Interactive Whiteboard

The main window is a 

whiteboard, where students 

can interact directly with 

activities and use a variety 

of tools as directed by their 

teacher.

File Pod

The file pod enables our 

teacher to provide useful files 

to download for a lesson task 

or extra information.

Chat Pod

The Chat pod is where students type in 

answers or questions for everyone to see.

Q & A

The Q & A pod is where 

student questions and answers 

can only be seen by the 

student and teacher.

Students require 

a headset and 

microphone so they 

can hear and speak 

with the group and 

their teacher.

Pods Audio

Writing for Purpose.pptx

Q & A Chat (Everyone) Poll

Everyone

Question

Answers (one per line)

Draw Stop Sharing

Sync

Attendees  (1)

Active Conversations

Presenters (0)

Multiple Choice OpenShow All Questions Assign To

Participants (0)

Hosts (1)

Joe Bloggs

Colour

Size

Font

English Language

Academy21 Limited

Non-Fiction Writing

Learning Objectives:

Learn how to adapt your vocabulary and style to suit 
your intended audience.

Writing for an Audience

English 

Alternative provision online

All communication is 
saved by the teacher 
for child protection 

purposes.
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Key Stage 2 Curriculum Key Stage 2 - Course List

Duration Subject Specification Hours per week

1 Year English N.C. 2.00

1 Year Mathematics N.C. 2.00

1 Year Science N.C. 2.00

1 Year STEM N.C. 0.40

1 Year Humanities N.C. 1.20

1 Year French N.C. 1.20

1 Year Creative Media N.C. 1.20

10.40 hours per week

20 pupils maximum in 
any one class helps to 
ensure all children get 
the attention they need 
from the teacher.  

Class sizes are small, with a maximum of 15 pupils in any 
class so that each child receives personalised attention and 
supervision in their learning.

Our Key Stage 2 curriculum offer is suitable for year 4, 5 and 6 primary-age learners only. It combines 

the rigour of academic learning with the flexibility to meet the needs of individual learners, enabling 

them to develop the required knowledge and skills through guided discovery that will support 

their transition into secondary education. Our teaching and learning at Key Stage 2 is predicated on 

delivering the highest attainment possible for each child and to support their development to become 

independent and enquiring learners.

We teach the core curriculum subjects – English, Mathematics, Science and Humanities using the 

latest interactive online technology supported by projects, activities and guest speakers. Each subject 

follows the structure and content of the English National Curriculum (N.C).

Regular teacher assessment ensures close monitoring of progress and parents/carers and school or 

authority staff have access to resources and all available progress data. Learners and parents can 

revisit the lessons at any time.

We provide quality education delivered by qualified and experienced teachers. Class sizes are 

small, with a maximum of 20 pupils in any class, so that each child receives personalised attention 

and supervision in their learning. Lessons are every weekday morning of term time. Appropriate 

homework is given regularly which forms an integral part of the child’s learning.

ACADEMY21 PROSPECTUS 2021/2214 ACADEMY21 PROSPECTUS 2021/22 15



Key Stage 3 Curriculum

We’re passionate about re-engaging young people with the 
world of education. 

We offer a two-year Key Stage 3 programme across a range of courses designed to provide a balanced 

curriculum offer.

At Key Stage 3, we offer Skills Builder courses, suitable for years 7, 8 (Skills Builder 1) and 9 (Skills 

Builder 2). Some year 10 students that may have fallen behind or previously disengaged from 

significant parts of their mainstream schooling may also join our Skills Builder courses.

Our Key Stage 3 Skills Builder Courses

Key Stage 3 - Course List

 

Key Stage 3 

Skills Builder 
Courses

Duration Subject Specification Hours per 
week

1 or 2 Years Maths National National

1 or 2 Years English National National

1 or 2 Years Science National National

1 or 2 Years Humanities/
Citizenship

National National

1 Year PSHE National National

Skills Builder courses are specifically 
designed to provide the required 
learning, skills and knowledge 
to deliver the foundation for 
progression towards GCSE courses.

English

The course develops the necessary skills for effective reading, writing, 

speaking and listening, building on existing student knowledge and 

preparing them for their KS4 studies. Throughout the course, students 

are given the opportunity to read a range of challenging materials for 

both critical purposes and for pleasure.

Maths

The Skills Builder Course is a pre-GCSE course, designed to give 

students excellent preparation in all areas, especially in number and 

algebra, for the rigours of the reformed GCSE in mathematics. It is 

ideal for the student who has missed much of their mathematical 

education or for those who find mathematics challenging.

Science

A course designed for students at the start of their KS3 studies, or for 

students hoping to access KS4 courses who have missed significant 

parts of their KS3 entitlement and need grounding in basic scientific 

concepts and content. It will introduce all the major content areas 

within the KS3 Science National Curriculum, with Biology, Chemistry 

and Physics units distributed throughout the year.

PSHE

This course is designed to cover key materials pertinent to KS3 

students on study skills, cyber safety, emotional and physical 

wellbeing, positive relationships, personal finance, mindfulness and 

bullying.

Humanities & Citizenship

In combined Humanities and Citizenship, students will learn 

through a variety of topics to develop the skills of investigation, 

analysis, interpretation, evaluation, communication, chronological 

understanding which includes a sense of change and continuity 

over time; and an appreciation of the development of cultures and 

society. The courses at KS3 assist in preparing students for the GCSE 

Citizenship Studies in KS4.
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Key Stage 4 Curriculum

Our Key Stage 4 curriculum offer aims to provide students with 
the opportunity to achieve GCSE outcomes and support their 
progression. 

We also welcome post-16 students who may have missed their Key Stage 4 studies or who may need 

to resit core subjects.

Students are supported to build their confidence, achieve personal goals and attain the skills, 

knowledge and understanding to underpin exam success and progress to further education and 

employment.  We recognise that even small numbers of students in receipt of alternative provision 

can have a detrimental impact on school Progress 8 measures. 

In response, our curriculum focuses upon core subjects and is supplemented by and GCSE History, 

GCSE English Literature and GCSE Citizenship Studies. For students who are unable to access GCSE 

courses, we offer the Everyday Science Entry Level Certificate, Level 1 and 2 Functional Skills in English 

and ICT and level 1 Functional Skills in Maths. We also provide a suite of ‘Rescue Courses’ that start 

each January for year 11 students and run through to the start of the examination period.

Key Stage 4 - Course List

Subject Specification Duration Level

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GCSE

Mathematics

AQA 8300
Edexcel 1MA1

WJEC Mathematics and Numeracy 
cbac (Foundation Tier)

1 or 2 years
Year 11 Only

9 - 1
D - G

English Language Edexcel 1EN0
AQA 8700  WJEC 3700

1 or 2 years
Year 11 Only

9 - 1
A - G

English Literature Edexcel 1ET0 1 Year 9-1

Combined Science
Combined Science 

 (Trilogy) AQA 8464
2 Years or

Year 11 Only
9-1

Triple Science
Biology AQA 8461 

Chemistry AQA 8462 
Physics AQA 8463

Year 11 Only 9 - 5

Science
WJEC 3430 
601/8236/2

Year 11 Only A - G

History
AQA 8145

WJEC 3100
1 Year

Year 11 Only
9-1

A - G

Citizenship Studies AQA 8100 1 Year 9 - 1

Entry Level Science WJEC 6430QC  601/8295/7 1 Year EL

 
 

Functional Skills

Mathematics Edexcel Level 1 500/8906/7 14 Weeks 1

English Edexcel Level 1 603/4289/4 14 Weeks 1

English Edexcel Level 2 603/4290/0 14 Weeks 2

ICT Edexcel Level 1 500/9468/3 18 Weeks 1

ICT Edexcel Level 2 500/9827/5 18 Weeks 2

Rescue Year 11 GCSE
Maths AQA 8300  Edexcel 1MA1 18 Weeks 4 - 1

English Language Edexcel 1EN0  AQA 8700 18 Weeks 4 - 1

Non-accredited PSHE National 1 Year N/A

“Academy21 have been supportive and understanding... 

They listen to suggestions from us as a school and understand that 

we have an understanding of our student. They have accepted that 

for this student, completing the additional tasks can be challenging 

and so have worked with us to find ways to ensure that there is a 

balance. This has been a successful program and one that I 

hope will result in a student gaining 4 GCSEs.”

 

Claire Fagan

Inchscape House Special School, Cheshire

Key Stage 4 classes are provided 
over a 38-week academic calendar.
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Key Stage 4 - GCSE Curriculum

English Language

The course is primarily designed to meet the requirements of the 

Edexcel 1EN0 specification, however, it is also compatible with the 

equivalent AQA 8700 course and covers the essential skills. From 

2019/20, we are also able to offer WJEC specific groups in English 

Language. The assessment of the oracy component for WJEC cannot 

be offered at Academy21 and must be assessed elsewhere.  The 

course is designed to enable students to experience demanding and 

fulfilling content, giving them the confidence that the literacy skills, 

knowledge and understanding they acquire during the course will be 

of the highest standard. The course provides a strong foundation for 

further academic, vocational study or for employment and to help 

students progress to a full range of courses in further and higher 

education including Level 3 courses in English, Drama and Theatre 

Studies.

English Literature

Academy21 delivers the Edexcel 1ET0 reformed GCSE (9-1) 

specification for English Literature for higher tier students only. It 

is designed to enable students to evidence achievements against 

demanding and fulfilling content, giving students the confidence that 

the literacy skills, knowledge and understanding that they will have 

acquired during the course of their study are of the highest standards, 

enriching their cultural awareness through the study of literary 

heritage texts. It provides a strong foundation for further academic, 

vocational study or for employment, helping students progress to a 

full range of courses in further and higher education. This includes 

Level 3 English courses, as well as Level 3 courses in other disciplines 

such as Drama and Theatre Studies.

Mathematics

Academy21 has used the AQA 8300 and Edexcel 1MA1 as the 

foundation for our mathematics GCSE since September 2015. 

From 2019/20 we are also able to offer WJEC specific groups in 

Mathematics. We stream year 11 students into revision and exam 

preparation groups each year to prepare them for the specific boards 

they have been entered for. The AQA 8300 course is designed to 

enable students to engage with, explore, enjoy and succeed in maths. 

The course ensures that students are equipped with the right skills for 

their future.

Combined Science (Dual Award) - 2 Years

Academy21 deliver the triple and Combined Science reformed AQA 

(Trilogy) GCSE specifications. A variety of pathways will be available to 

cater for individual student needs. Required practicals are embedded 

throughout the courses and will be delivered via video and interactive 

simulation software, ensuring all students can access the associated 

learning and are properly prepared for the practical aspects of the 

examinations. Combined Science leads to two GCSE grades.

Course content - Year 10

Biology – Cell Biology; Organisation; Infection and response; Bioenergetics 

Chemistry – Atomic structure and the periodic table; Bonding, structure and the properties of matter; 

Quantitative chemistry; Chemical changes; Energy changes 

Physics – Energy; Electricity; Particle model of matter; Atomic structure

Course content - Year 11 

Biology – Homeostasis and response; Inheritance, variation and evolution; Ecology 

Chemistry – The rate and extent of chemical change; Organic chemistry; Chemical analysis; Chemistry 

of the atmosphere; Using resources (some aspects of this topic addressed in Y10 also) 

Physics – Forces; Waves; Magnetism and electromagnetism Revision – review of Y10 & Y11 content 

and exam preparation

Combined Science is available as a higher or foundation tier course, and the examinations are also 

tiered. Students joining in Y11 may choose to enrol in both the Y10 and Y11 course if they have 

significant learning gaps from Year 10 and need to ensure access to the full specification.

Post 16 learners who have 
missed their KS4 studies 
or require to resit their 
GCSEs are welcomed to 
our classes.
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Everyday Science

This course is available for year 10 students who have the option to 

sit the WJEC Entry Level in Science qualification at the end of the first 

year of the course. 

A selection of the more straightforward and accessible topics from within the Y10 and Y11 courses 

will be offered as a one year rescue course, for Year 11 students aiming to achieve grades 1-3 in the 

Combined Science GCSE. This course is suitable for students who have experienced significant gaps 

in their education but who nonetheless wish to access GCSE certification as a step towards further 

educational progression. This course leads to two GCSE grades.

Triple top-up Science

Students in Y11 wishing to sit three separate science GCSEs can do 

so via a daily “Triple Top-Up” course, in which the content additional 

to that covered in the Combined Science course will be covered. This 

course is only available at H tier.

Academically engaged students joining in Year 10 will be encouraged 

to pursue Double Award and use Triple Top-Up in Year 11 should they 

wish to convert to three separate sciences. Course content for these 

GCSEs is as outlined for Combined Science, but each topic is covered 

in more depth and detail, and in Physics an additional unit on Space 

Physics is also included.

Combined Science GCSE WJEC (C-G)

For schools in Wales only, this course is open to foundation year 

11 students who already have covered units 1,2 and 3 in year 10. 

The course covers Units 4,5 and 6 and prepares students for the 

examinations at the end of year 11. Required practicals are embedded 

throughout the course and will be delivered via video and interactive 

simulation software, ensuring all students can access the associated 

learning and are properly prepared for the practical aspects of 

the examinations. Combined Science leads to two GCSE grades at 

foundation level.

History

The course follows the AQA 8145 Specification. It enables students 

to study different aspects of the past so they can consider key issues, 

understand what drives change and how the past influences the 

present. They develop the skills of historians, studying a range of 

historical evidence. Students will debate and learn how to present and 

support their views.

Citizenship Studies

The course follows the AQA 8100 Specification. It enables students 

to gain a deeper knowledge of democracy, government and law, 

and develop skills to create sustained and reasoned arguments, 

present various viewpoints and plan practical citizenship actions to 

benefit society. Students will also gain the ability to recognise bias, 

critically evaluate argument, weigh evidence and look for alternative 

interpretations and sources of evidence, all of which are essential 

skills valued by higher education and employers. Students of GCSE 

Citizenship studies learn the value of becoming thoughtful, active 

citizens.

Course content - Year 10

Biology – Cell Biology; Organisation; Infection and response; 

Bioenergetics

We offer dedicated tutorials on 
Fridays’, with 1:1 sessions for 
students and guided learning 
activities, running from 10am 
through to 1:25pm every week.
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Key Stage 4 - Non-accredited Curriculum

Functional Skills Maths

This qualification is designed to give learners the skills to operate 

confidently, effectively and independently in education, work and 

everyday life. They have been created in response to employers’ 

perceptions that many learners are not achieving a sufficiently firm 

grounding in the basics. The aim of this Level 1 qualification is to 

develop learner understanding and skills in: representing (selecting 

the mathematics and information to model a situation); analysing 

(processing and using mathematics); interpreting (interpreting and 

communicating the results of the analysis). Academy21 delivers a 

Level 1 Pearson Edexcel Functional Skills Mathematics course, this 

is equivalent to half a GCSE  (grade 1 to 3). The assessment can be 

undertaken at a centre and there will be 8 assessments windows 

each year (5 days in each) which are published by Pearson. The 

onscreen test assessments may be taken at any time by arrangement 

with Pearson. Academy21 cannot offer assessment facilities and 

Academy21 is not responsible for the entering of students for the 

tests or for the arrangement of the assessments.

Functional Skills English 

The qualifications are designed to give learners the skills to 

operate confidently, effectively and independently in education, 

work and everyday life.  The aims of these qualifications are to 

develop understanding and learn skills in: speaking, listening and 

communication through the assessment of formal and informal 

discussions and exchanges; reading, showing the ability to read and 

understand a range of texts, comparing and gathering information 

from different sources; writing, exploring a range of different texts 

used to communicate information, ideas and opinions.  Academy21 

delivers a combined Level 1 and Level 2 Edexcel Functional Skills 

English course.  Students can be entered for the external examination 

at any point during the year.  The assessment of the speaking, listening 

and communication component cannot be offered at Academy21 and 

must be assessed elsewhere.

Functional Skills ICT 

The qualifications are designed to give learners the skills to operate 

confidently, effectively and independently in education, work 

and everyday life. The aims of these qualifications are to develop 

learner understanding and skills in: using ICT; finding and selecting 

information; developing, presenting and communicating information. 

Academy21 delivers a combined level 1 and level 2 Edexcel Functional 

Skills ICT course three times in an academic year. The assessment 

can be undertaken at a centre and we will recommend when 

centres should enter a student to sit Level 1 or Level 2.  Academy21 

cannot offer assessment facilities and is not responsible for any 

administration involved in entering students or setting up the 

assessments.

PSHE

1 lesson a week, this course is designed to cover key materials 

pertinent to KS4 students on relationships, love, safe sex, emotional 

and physical wellbeing, drugs, alcohol and cyber safety.

Starting September 2021, Academy21 has added additional services to our 

core academic and pastoral offer: Clubs, Study Skills and Wellbeing Workshops. 

These new services are thoughtfully designed with your student in mind and 

provide the opportunity for young people to learn effective exam preparation, 

time management, motivation, revision and focus strategies, connect and 

socialise through our fun and safe extracurricular clubs as well as participate 

in workshops covering the following themes: Coping with Anxiety, Exams 

Confidence, Resilience, Mindfulness, Safety Online, Growth Mindset.

Additional Services
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Rose is getting 
so much from 
these lessons and 
enjoying it too. 
Laura, her teacher, is so upbeat, fun and 

engaging. Rose looks forward to her lessons 

and for me, this is so important.”

Karen

“

Parent of Academy21 Pupil, Rose
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Key Stage 5 Curriculum

Our Key Stage 5 pastoral team monitor students and provide 
Information, advice and guidance (IAG) on their programmes of 
study and career progression, including university applications.

We provide a broad range of A level subjects for study, providing students with the flexibility to 

choose any combination of available subjects. Students can study alongside attending a local college 

to blend physical and online learning, allowing a versatile programme of study tailored to each 

student’s requirements.

Our classes combine independent learning with close monitoring of student progress to support the 

best outcomes possible. Live online lessons support engagement and collaboration and we provide 

24/7 access to lesson recordings and library resources for all A level learners. Our parent portal 

provides access to assessments and progress monitoring. Our Key Stage 5 pastoral team monitor 

students and provide IAG on their programmes of study and career progression, including university 

applications.

In addition to academic study, A level students have access to a range of clubs and societies including 

a common room and are encouraged to take part in social engagement including trips.

Learning is delivered through seminar-style presentations in small groups (maximum of 15), 

workshops, interaction mirror teaching and learning practice in colleges and 6th forms. Each subject 

offered incorporates around 3 hours of contact time throughout each week and homework is set 

regularly, forming an integral part of each student’s learning and progression. It is expected that 

students will read beyond the material studied in class with an approximate guide of 8 hours each 

week in each subject.

Our Courses

The following subjects are taught at AS and A level. 

You will find an outline of the major components for 

each subject and can find further specific curriculum 

detail on each exam board website. The majority of 

our A level students follow a two-year A level program 

of study where AS modules are studied in Year 12 and 

A Level modules in Y13. Many of our students sit the 

AS exam, but this varies according to subject, which is 

largely controlled by the organisation of the syllabus. 

There are exceptions to this and we work with our 

students to accommodate their requirements.

Key Stage 5 - Course List

Duration Subject Board Description

Mathematics 
and Science

2 Years Mathematics Cambridge
International

Pure Mathematics; Mechanics; Probability & 
Statistics

2 Years Further 
Mathematics

Cambridge
International

Intended for high ability learners only

2 Years Biology* Edexcel Biological Molecules; Cells; Viruses & 
Reproduction of Living Things; Biodiversity; 
Energy for Biological Processes; Genetics; 
Microbiology and Pathogens; Ecosystems

2 Years Chemistry** Edexcel Physical Chemistry; Inorganic Chemistry; 
Organic Chemistry & Analysis; Nitrogen 
Compounds

2 Years Physics** Edexcel Physical Quantities & Units; Measurement 
Techniques; Waves; Motion in a Circle; 
Gravitational Fields;  Communication

2 Years Computer 
Science

Cambridge 
International

Theory Fundamentals; 2 Fundamental Problem-
solving and Programming Skills; Advanced 
Theory; Practical

Languages

2 Years English 
Language

Cambridge
International

Language Analysis; Creative Writing for an 
Audience; Spoken Language; English as a Global 
Language; Child Language Acquisition

2 Years English 
Literature

Cambridge
International

8 texts are studied from novels and short 
stories; Drama, including Shakespeare & Poetry

2 Years French Cambridge
International

Reading & Writing; Essay & Literature. There is 
also a speaking exam

2 Years German AQA Listening, Speaking & Writing; Examination of 
Set Texts/Films; There is also a speaking exam

2 Years Spanish Cambridge
International

Papers in Reading; Writing; Essay & Literature

Social 
Sciences & 
Humanities

2 Years Business Cambridge
International

Business & Environment; People in 
Organisations; Marketing, Operations & Project 
Management; Finance & Accounting; Strategic 
Management

2 Years Law CIE Structure and operation of the English Legal 
System, Law of Contract, Law of Tort

2 Years Politics Edexcel Our new qualifications will help students to 
develop knowledge and understanding of the 
role politics plays in relation to current local, 
national, and global issues, as well as studying 
key thinkers and political ideas.

2 Years Classical 
Civilisation

OCR Literature & Culture of Greece & Rome in the 
Classical Period

2 Years Economics Cambridge
International

Basic Economic Ideas & Resource Allocation; 
Price, System & the Micro Economy; 
Government Microeconomic Intervention; 
the Macro Economy; Government Macro 
Intervention

2 Years Geography Cambridge
International

The Physical Core; The Human Core

2 Years History Cambridge
International

A Document & Interpretation Question from a 
European, American or International Context; 
Questions based on an Area of Study

2 Years Media 
Studies

OCR Media Language; Media Representation; Media 
Industries; Media Audiences

2 Years Psychology Cambridge
International

Methodology, Approaches, Perspectives, Issues 
& Debates; Specialist Study in Psychology & 
Education, Psychology & Health or Psychology 
& Environment

2 Years Sociology Cambridge
International

Contemporary Social, Cultural & Political Issues; 
Education; Global Development; Media & 
Religion

Subjects marked * can still be taken by students outside the UK, but students need to travel to the UK to sit their exams.

** In addition to the three written papers of A level Biology, Chemistry and Physics, students will have the option to take an 
additional practical component to gain a certificate of competency in each of the science subjects studied.
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Term Dates & Timetables
Timetabled lessons across all key stages are supported by 
24/7 access to recorded lessons in the event that learners are 
unable to attend.

Key Stage 2 and 5 classes operate a 35-week academic calendar. Key Stage 3 and 4 classes run over a 

38-week academic year and we provide flexible timetabling to meet individual student needs.

Key Stage 2 lessons run Monday to Friday mainly morning with some early afternoons. Key Stage 3 and 

4 learners receive four live lessons each week in each subject delivered from Monday to Friday and 

will have individual tutorials with their subject teachers. Key Stage 5 lessons are run from Monday to 

Friday each week.

Meeting day 6 requirements:
Short stay school

A 6-week fixed timetable that can be rapidly implemented to 
support interim and short stay provision for Key Stage 3 and 4 
students from day 6 onwards.

In addition to our flexible and personalised timetabling to support longer term referrals to 

Academy21, we offer a fixed timetabling option that enables rapid implementation into our existing 

KS3 and GCSE groups to meet the requirements of day 6 provision.

Students are fast-tracked into their classes via our rapid enrolment process, with students timetabled 

automatically into groups in all of the subjects detailed below. Below you can see the full 6-week 

timetable for year 11 students enrolled into our ‘short stay school’.

academic year for 
Key Stage 3 & 4

academic year for  
Key Stage 2 & 5

35-week

38-week

Day Six Provision - KS3

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thusday Friday

Lesson 1 
8:30-9:10am

Lesson 2 
9:15-9.55am

Science
Sc102/Sc202

Science
Sc102/Sc202

Science
Sc102/Sc202

Science
Sc102/Sc202

PSHE
PSHE - Fr02

Lesson 3 
10:00 - 10:40am

Maths
Ma103

Maths
Ma103

Maths
Ma103

Maths
Ma103

Tutorial & 
Support ALL3

Lesson 4 
10:50-11:30am

Tutorial & 
Support ALL3

Lesson 5 
11:35-12:15pm

Tutorial & 
Support ALL3

Lesson 6 
12:45-13:25pm

Humanities 
& Citizenship 
Hu106/206

Humanities 
& Citizenship 
Hu106/206

Humanities 
& Citizenship 
Hu106/206

Humanities 
& Citizenship 
Hu106/206

Tutorial & 
Support ALL3

Lesson 7 
13:30-14:10pm

Lesson 8 
14:20 - 15:00pm

Lesson 9 
15:05 - 15:45pm

English 
En108/En208

English 
En108/En208

English 
En108/En208

English 
En108/En208
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Notes
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To get in touch, call us on  
01438 535001 or email us at 
contact@academy21.co.uk

academy21.co.uk

If you are interested in finding out more about Academy21 

and our alternative education provision, or wish to discuss 

the individual needs of your pupil(s), then please contact  

our friendly team.


